ON THE BACK COVER: WHITMAN AND WORCESTER
Devoted as Walt Whitman was to the study of "words," it is not surprising that there has come to light an example of his signature on the title page of an 1849 dictionary. Descendants of Thomas B. Harned, one of Whitman's three literary executors, had saved this page for the sake of the signature, but the rest of the book has been lost. Professor Joel Myerson of the University of South Carolina recently purchased this title page and other Whitman memorabilia, including several volumes of Whitman's works inscribed to Harned by the poet; the facsimile on the back cover appears courtesy of Professor Myerson.
The significance of Whitman's autograph on this particular title page is the implication that he owned and used this reprint of the 1846 edition of Whitman had a good opinion of Worcester and found him preferable on several counts to Webster, whom he found lacking "a good ear" in his pronunciation notes. (See Daybooks and Notebooks, ed. William White [New York: New York University Press, 1978], 3:717-718.) Included among Whitman's manuscript notes on language is a review, dated May 1847, of Worcester's dictionary (DBN, 3:812) . Also among Whitman's notes are a series of definitions and pronunciations of French words which he appears to have derived from Worcester. Several such citations, including "feu de joie," "feuillage," "feuillemorte," "cuisine," and "eclaircissement," can be found among a "long list of words, possibly for an intended dictionary" (DBN, .
Based on a comparison of Whitman's manuscripts and Worcester's 1846 edition, the claim has been previously made (Michael Rowan Dressman, "Walt Whitman's Study of the English Language," diss. North Carolina, 1974, p. 1, 92) that Whitman had this particular dictionary at hand when he made many of his language notes. The appearance of his signature on this title page tends to confirm that claim.
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